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While starting the use of the new missal with Advent seems pastorally unwise, we were given no choice.  Perhaps one silver lining in that cloud, however, is that we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King on the final Sunday that we use the old translation.

Devotion to Christ the King began spreading throughout Christendom after Pope Pius XI signed a decree promulgating the feast in 1925.  At first, it was celebrated in October, but after the Second Vatican Council the feast was moved to the last Sunday of the Church’s liturgical calendar.  The change was made to emphasize that Christ will reveal to humankind the fullness of his glory as King only at the end of time.  Until that day, the whole creation will continue to groan and will be in agony (Rom. 8:22).

Jesus as King does not leave the world to itself.  As Son of Man, he holds dominion over the whole of creation.  He continues to give life.  He works in the hearts and minds of men and women.  He grants forgiveness to every sinner, and gives meaning to our existence.  Most important of all, Christ the King bestows on every human being the unique grace of belonging to his kingdom.  We become partakers of his kingdom and share of his kingship.

The history of nations abounds with kingdoms that have come and gone.  Only a few have been in existence for a long time now.  Even fewer are those that are still strong.  Today, the world is ruled by superpowers who vie for control of the world’s markets.  Christ’s kingdom, however, cannot be compared to any temporal power or earthly kingdom.  The kingdom of God goes beyond what the eye has seen, or the ear heard, or the heart of man conceived 91 Cop. 2:9).  It is a life of everlasting happiness to which all men and women are invited.

As people who share in the dignity of Christ the King, we also share in the responsibility of governing the world.  We are called to care for the earth and for our fellow human beings.  Christ points out to us very clearly the way we should fulfill this duty.  We must be like Jesus the Good Shepherd who forgets himself as he protects and nurtures the sheep.

In today’s gospel, Jesus lays down, in very concrete terms, examples of the shepherding love that we should bestow on one another.  

It is a love that feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, shelters the homeless, and welcomes the stranger.  In simple terms, we are called to love our neighbor.  Before we can claim that we serve Christ as our King, we must examine our words and deeds.  By our love and service to our neighbor, will the world be able to see in us the image of the Creator and Redeemer?  Do we open the way for others to partake in the kingdom of Christ?

At the end of time, the Shepherd-King will place us either on his right or on his left.  

We will not be judged, as Matthew suggests in the gospel, by how well we say our prayers or carry out our worship or even whether we go to church at all [or whether we have a beautiful crucifix in our altar.    Money and/or our selfishness will not save us from our damnation either.

Again, the criterion put forth in the Gospel is simply love- love of God, love of our Church and love of our neighbor.
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