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Several years ago when I was still a pastor in the Philippines, I met a very old man who went around in his bike, earning his keep by sharpening knives and scissors.  It was his livelihood.  Written bold on the box of tools at the back of his bike were the words: I STILL CAN!

Also I often met a whole family on a cart, picking up the garbage they could sell and recycle.  I saw their happy face when I stopped to offer whatever I had packed for the kids.

These people have received just “one talent”, yet they share the Master’s joy.

The parable in today’s Gospel is full of risks and surprises.  First, it is surprising to hear of a man who risks his precious possessions with his servants.  The value of one talent is considerable.  Not being a mere coin but a weight, its worth depends on what metal is involved, whether gold, silver, or copper.  

Here talent is converted to a thousand silver pieces.  Given this vast sum, the adventurous attitude of the first two servants comes as a big surprise.  They immediately invest the treasure entrusted to them by the master.

It is perhaps easier to identify with the cautious attitude of the third servant who buries the silver pieces in the ground for safekeeping.  It turns out, however, that the master actually expects the servants to be clever and courageous enough to explore ways of doubling the amount he entrusts to each of them.

Jesus wants us to realize that we, too, have been entrusted with a precious treasure.  It may be in the form of material riches or a special talent or skill.  The Father, who is not to be mistaken for the “hard man” in the parable, will certainly be delighted if we use his gift to the fullest.  At the end of our life’s journey, he will rejoice with those who have exercised their initiative and developed their potentials.  Failure to use his gift is an insult to God, the source of all life and goodness.

The third servant possibly refers to the Pharisees and scribes who, given the most precious treasure of the Law, choose to “build a fence around it” and keep it exactly as it is.  In contrast, Jesus re-evaluates the Law based on the Father’s original intentions.  As a result, he wins over not only the righteous but also the sinners, those who are outside the Law.  Thus, he increases the “harvest of the kingdom.”
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As the end of another liturgical year approaches, let us take time to examine our lives.  How much had our life of faith and freedom grown stronger and deeper this past year?  Have we exercised our faith with an open and adventurous attitude?  Have we challenged and inspired other to develop their trust in the Lord and undertake great leaps of faith?

Paul says in today’s second reading, “Brothers and sisters, you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief at night… Therefore, let us not sleep … but let us stay alert.”

In other words, we’re going to be held accountable for what we do with our talents.  And that day of accountability may be closed than we think.

If today turns out to be the last day of your life, how would you feel as you stand before the Lord?  Do you believe that God will delight in the way you have developed the gifts he has bestowed on you?  Can you honestly say that you deserved to “enter the joy of your Master?

Let’s close with this prayer:

Lord, teach us to be generous.
Teach us to serve you as you deserve;
To give and not to count the cost;
To fight and not to heed the wounds,
To toil and not to seek for rest;
To labour and not to ask for reward,
Except to know that we are doing you will” and using our talents to the best of our ability.  Amen.

