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Last week the musical movie Fiddler on the Roof was reran in the TV.  I have watched that movie many times and it always fascinates me every time I watch it. 

Fiddler on the Roof centers around Tevye, the father of the poor Jewish family in Russia.  Tevye and his wife, Golde, have five daughters.

Their eldest daughter falls in love with a young tailor.  This pains Tevye and Golde, because Jewish tradition specified that all Jewish marriages should be arranged by a matchmaker.  But after a struggle with their consciences, Tevye and Golde allow their daughter to marry the tailor.

Next, their second daughter, Hodel, falls in love with a young man named Perchik.  The situation is complicated because Perchik has abandoned his Jewish faith.  After a struggle with his conscience, Tevye accepts the situation.  But Golde cannot accept it.

To try to help her see her way clear to do so, Tevye says to his wife, “Perchik’s a good man, Golde.  He is a little crazy, but I like him.  And what is more, Hodel likes him.  She loves him.”

Then, with a mischievous twinkle in his eye, Tevye says to his wife, “Golde, do you love me?”

Golde says, “Do I love you?  For all these years I’ve cleaned your house, cooked your meals, and washed you clothes.  Do I love you?

But Golde’s response doesn’t satisfy Tevye.  Again, he asks her, “But, Golde, do you love me?”  Again, Golde replies, “Do I love you?  For all these years, I’ve walked with you, talked with you, starved with you, slept with you.  Do I love you?  If that’s not love, what is?”

That dialogue between Golde and Tevye makes a fitting introduction to today’s gospel.  For in today’s gospel, Jesus talks about love and the kind of love we should have for God and for one another.

Jesus says: “Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind… Love your neighbor as yourself.”

When Jesus says, “Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart,” he implies that there are various levels of love.

The first level of love is the minimal level.  It’s sometimes called the essence of love.  It’s the kind of love Golde talks about with Tevye.

Simply put it, the first level of love consists in mutual sharing and fidelity.  This mutual sharing and fidelity is the very essence of love.  Without it there is no genuine love.

The second level of love is sometimes called the logic of love.  It’s a higher level.
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This is what we mean by the logic of love.  It is never satisfied with the bare minimum.  It always wants to do more.

The third level of love is called the folly of love.  It is the most perfect love there is.

At this level the lover does what other people consider madness.  At this level the lover does what ordinary people cannot understand.

Consider the example of a childless couple who adopts a child whom the placement agency classified as “unplaceable.”  Their experience with unplaceable child leads them to adopt other “unpleaceable” children.  To some people, what the couple have done is “madness”.  To this couple it’s simply an expression of love.  It’s simply responding to Jesus’ invitation to love with all their heart, with all their soul and with all their mind.

The most perfect example of this third level of love is Jesus himself.  Speaking of Jesus’ love, Paul says:
“Though he was in the form of God… [Jesus] emptied himself … he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.” Phil. 2: 6-8

To people who do not love with all their heart, with all their soul, and with all their mind, Jesus’ love is sheer madness.  It’s utter folly.

In brief, then, there are three level of love.  The first level is the essence of love.  It consists in mutual sharing and fidelity.  Without it there is no true love.

The second level is the logic of love.  It’s not content with the basic minimum.  It always wants to do more and more.

Finally, there is the folly of love.  It’s the kind of love that Jesus had for us and invites us to strive to have for one another.

Speaking of this highest form of love, Jesus says,
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” John 15:13

Most of us love most of the time at the first level.  We share with one another and are faithful to one another.

And most of us have moments in our lives when we love at the second level.  We go out of our way to please or to surprise those we love.

And finally, many of us have moments in our lives when we love at the third level.  We love in a way that makes non-loving people think we are mad.

In today’s gospel, Jesus exhorts us to strive more and more to love as he did – not in a minimal way, but in a perfect way: with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our mind.  

It’s this kind of love that is capable of transforming not only those we love but also ourselves and the world we live in.
