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	Each of us can think of examples where we have not known what the outcome of a certain event was to be.  As a young gardener, working with my mother, she always had to reign back my enthusiasm to pull out all the weeds from the garden, when you are planting peas and beans, just about everything looks like a weed to a young child.  Mom would have to slow me down and make me wait, almost forever, until there were more than 3 or 4 leaves so that we could know if the sprout were good or not.  Life is full of examples where we cannot know, and we must wait until the right time, we must have faith that what is to happen will be alright.
When Jesus told the story of the wheat and the weeds, it was a message that was easily understood by the hearers.  The labourers prepared the farm and planted the crop expecting that the landowner would plant good seeds, it only had sense. The labourers relied on the harvest for their wellbeing and trusted that the landlord helped them to succeed.  When the labourers saw that the crop was laced with weeds, their trust was broken.  And so the landowner was forced to explain where the weeds came from, that an enemy had come to ruin the crops.
When the labourers discovered that there were weeds growing among the grain, their trust would have been shaken, and they would have felt they needed to do something.  Either they had to act immediately and destroy the whole crop and hope that a new crop could be planted in time for the harvest or they had to try to pull the weeds out, but these options were both prone to failure.   Good seedlings can be pulled out with bad, young plants can be crushed by people trying to get to the weeds, roots can become so woven that one plant cannot be separated from another.  So it is in the parable, the landowner and the labourers are forced to wait.  To allow the plants to show their true nature before they could be separated.
God provides us the same opportunity in our lives.  We are not judged and cast aside the very moment it looks like we may not be the perfect person we were called to be.  We are reminded that it is not our place to judge what is good and bad on our own.  We were given the Holy Spirit when we were first welcomed into the family of the faithful at baptism.  This spirit that speaks in ways we can not to God through us and to us so that we may know the will of God.  
While it is important that the weeds are removed, they can poison the whole crop just as one bad apple can spoil a barrel, there must be great wisdom applied to this discernment.  Judgements cannot be made in haste or with selfish motives.  This is the grace that we as children of faith have offered to us through the Spirit, we are helped to discern what leads us to God and what draws us away, whether it is in others or in ourselves.  And when we trust God’s mercy, we are guided to see what needs to be gathered and cast into a fire, never to ensnarl us again.
With God’s grace, we can then examine our hearts, our actions and our conscience to see what fruits are present, and work to remove the weeds of our life.  Where we have identified sinful ways and actions, weeds in our lives, Jesus invites us to turn back to the God in the sacraments, especially reconciliation that we may be strengthened and then we are sent forward to try to live better each day.  
We have been given the Spirit of Wisdom to guide us as we discern wheat from weeds, good from evil, life giving from life ending.  God’s message of mercy and love is spoken through the Spirit that we may continually seek eternal life and not a fire that never ends.
