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On the day of his election as the Pope, Cardinal Karol Wojtyła emerged from the “room of tears” where he was vested in the new white garments of the office and greeted the cardinals with a line that became a standard of his papacy.  “Be not afraid”.   
St. Pope John Paul II certainly had seen many reasons throughout his life to have withdrawn in fear.  His early years of formation had to be completed in secret as the communist government had closed many schools and seminaries.  His time as a university professor required him to maintain a cautious lifestyle to not attract attention from the communist officials as he worked with many young people.  Even as he continued to rise within the church hierarchy, there were many other events that could have caused his to withdraw.  
But John Paul II continued to place trust in the Lord, knowing that the Spirit of the Lord was with him just as Jeremiah knew the Lord was present beside him to defend and protect him.   It gave him ability to stand up and speak with great courage, proclaiming the message at the center of the Gospel.  God is the source of Love and mercy, wanting to draw us from darkness into the light of grace leading to eternal life.
Today, the prayer of St John Paul II are just as relevant, even as we face the many uncertainties of our present age.  Whether it is concern about the economy, our employment situation, our families or our health in this time of pandemic, we should take hope and courage from the knowledge that God knows and protects us.  We live in the belief that God knows us so well every hair on our head is accounted for, that the Lord will protect and care for us just as the birds of the air are tended.
And as the adopted children of God, we are called to acknowledge God.  The best and most effective way we can acknowledge God is to live our lives as a sign and pledge to the world of the Love we have received and know God wants to pour out on those who have not yet learned of it.  We are called to recognize God’s spirit and presence in each other, truly a radical sign in our world.  When we are able to live unafraid, we bring hope to the world; it strengthens us to speak out against injustices to the sacredness of life, injustices of prejudice and racism, injustices of poverty in our communities, our country, and the world.  
We must reflect God’s spirit and speak to the dignity of humanity, because we have been raised to a higher way of life through the actions of the One who poured out his life and blood for us to wash away the sins of our lives.  Jesus has defeated death by the sacrifice of the cross and won for us the grace of salvation and the promise of eternal life if we live without fear because God has called us home in love. 

