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Right after the death of Jesus, the apostles go in hiding for fear of their lives.  The authorities seek them out because they are followers of Jesus, who is considered subversive.  

While they are locked up in a room, however, the risen Jesus appears to them.  He greets them, “Peace be with you,” to dispel their fears.  They rejoice at his sight.  Jesus shows them the wounds of his hands and his side, reminders of his crucifixion.  Jesus repeats his greeting of peace and then sends them out for the forgiveness of sin.  As he sends them, he breathes on them the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit, says the Gospel, comes upon the disciples on Resurrection Sunday itself.

The First Reading tells us another story on the coming of the Holy Spirit.  It says that the Holy Spirit descends upon the Apostles fifty days after the Resurrection.  Hence, the name Pentecost.  Luke, the author of the Acts of the Apostles, describes the Holy Spirit descending upon them in tongues as of fire.  The Holy Spirit also manifests itself in the form of sound bites.  The Apostles are filled with the Holy Spirit and begin to speak in different tongues.  

People outside the house hear a strange sound from a strong wind.  These people must be Jewish pilgrims, who have come from different places in the Mediterranean world to attend the Jewish feast of Pentecost.  

Mosaic Law requires all male Jews to attend this harvest feast, 50 days after the Passover.  These people must wonder why these simple Galileans could speak different languages about the mighty act of God and could very well be understood by them.  At this point, the Apostles have already started doing their mission.

Both the First Reading and the Gospel talk of the coming of the Holy Spirit in connection with the disciples’ mission.  This marks the start of the Church.  Hence, Pentecost means the birth of the Church.  Today we celebrate her birthday and greet the Church “Happy Birthday!”

Children when confirmed received the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Confirmation commissions Christian young people to assume a more active role in the Christian community.  It calls them to adult service and adult responsibility.

This is one of the purposes of our yearly celebration of the Solemnity of Pentecost.

It is to remind ourselves of what Jesus says to the disciples in today’s Gospel:
“As the Father sent me, so I send you.”  Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Sprit.”

The Feast of Pentecost acts as a call to service.  It is a reminder of the call to ministry and service that we Christians have received in the sacrament of Confirmation.

For some Christians this means being called to high-profile service.  It means witnessing to the Gospel in a highly visible way.  It means preaching the Gospel publicly and exercising public leadership in the Christian community.

For other Christians this means a low-profile service.  It means witnessing to the Gospel in a less visible way.  It means things like prayer and sacrifice for the Christian community.  

The service of Christian differ because the spiritual gifts of Christianity differ.  Paul makes this point in his First Letter to the Corinthians.  He writes:

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them.  There are different ways of serving but the same Lord is served.  There are different abilities to perform service, but the same God give ability to everyone for their particular service.” 1 Cor. 12:4-6

The Feast of Pentecost calls upon each one of us to put into practice the spiritual gifts we received at the time of our confirmation.

The Feast of Pentecost is a call to action.  It tells us we must put teeth into our confirmation commitment.  It tells us we must translate it into action.  It is a call to us to do our part to spread God’s kingdom on earth.

You and I can’t change the whole world.  But we can change part of it.  All it takes is a little courage.  We are a community of believers called by God for a mission with the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit.

Let’s close with a prayer.

“Come, Holy Spirit, come!

“Come as fire to warm us.  
Come as wind to cleanse us.  
Come as light to guide us.  
Come as power to enable us.
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