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	It is said that it is darkest before the dawn.  As someone who has worked many night shifts, I can attest to the fact that there is a time just before sunrise, usually as the moon has shifted across the sky so it is sitting low off the western horizon when it becomes very dark and often very silent.  For a person who likes the quiet, it can be a wonderful, thoughtful time, but for someone who likes the hustle and bustle of the active world, it can be frightening.  That there exists a tension between what is fading and what is to come is very true.  
To live is to change. And whenever there is an important change or a new beginning in the life of an individual or a community, there are ceremonies and rites to mark those significant changes.  We see that tension in a newly married couple as they are trying to adjust to their new way of life, who puts their clothes where, who does what chores around the house, the give and take of adjusting to a new way of life.
	The Apostles are feeling the tension between the way of life they had known before Jesus passion and crucifixion, when they would travel through the countryside, listening to Jesus talk of Love, hope, mercy and a new order that was to come.  Even after His resurrection, Jesus has been continuing to instruct and inspire the Apostles with promises of what is to come.  Our readings over the past few weeks have been preparing us for a new day, a day when Jesus would no longer be walking with the disciples, when He would no longer be with them.  
	In our gospel today, Jesus has gathered the Apostles to Jerusalem to prepare them for that moment when life is darkest.  That moment when He will be gone from the disciples.  Jesus has promised that He will send the Holy Spirit to be with those given to Him by the Father.  Jesus has prayed that they are kept safe and today. 
Jesus commissions the Apostles to bring the Kingdom of God to the world, to proclaim everything they have heard and seen, and in so doing to make disciples of all nations. These are Jesus final instructions to the disciples, Jesus last message before He returns to the Father.  Jesus knows that there will be a new dawn, that the Holy Spirit will be there to help, illumine the hearts and spirits of the Apostles and disciples.  To give them wisdom and revelation as to the riches promised to them.
Today, we too are stilling in that darkest moment, the world we knew has changed.  Much of what was taken for granted has gone.  To think that retail would cease for months, that all churches would close and services would stop would have seemed unbelievable just a few short months ago.  But here we are in the darkest moment in recent history.  We can see in the distance the dawning of the new day, many services we enjoyed previously are coming back, yes in new ways and with new structures.  And we know that others are coming back in time, but it the world will have changed.  
Hopefully we have learned in this darkness what really matters, that taking care of each other is more important than buying the newest pair of shoes.  That we can survive without celebrities, movie stars, sports figures and musicians telling us what we should do.  Hopefully we have received a Spirit that draws families closer together, that caring for the sick, the elderly, the homeless, the isolated and alone becomes our new kingdom.  That love of people not possessions becomes our greatest focus and desire.  That walls that have divided us because of politics, wealth, power, pride and fear are replaced with open hearts of charity, care and justice.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes as we look towards this new day dawning, may we be a people of hope, embracing the Holy Spirit poured into our hearts at baptism so that we have the courage and faith to know God is with us and will guide us home, to be with Him, Father, Son and Holy Spirit forever and ever, Amen.
