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I, like so many other people, have been involved in one of the most common pastimes during this long period of isolation we have endured as a result of the pandemic.  I have been building puzzles.  Occasionally, for a challenge, I will build one of the puzzles that does not come with a picture to guide me.
  I am one of those edge piece first puzzlers, sorting out all the edge pieces and beginning to build from one corner piece, trying to complete one of the long edges so that I will know how wide the puzzle will be.  This is important to make sure I have the room to layout the puzzle.  There is nothing more frustrating than needing to turn the puzzle, or worse, finding a large surface once you have begun building.  Once I have a long edge, I build one of the sides so I can visualize the whole area needed.  This also helps me build the rest of the border, I know how long each side is and when I have all the pieces laid out properly.
From the border, I will move on to one particular feature of the puzzle, completing a section, placing it in the frame and beginning to assemble another section.  Slowly as the areas fill in and join together,  a picture begins to develop, not all at once but a little at a time.  
Our readings today are very much like the experience of solving a puzzle.  The Samarians were a people who did not have a picture to guide them in living the Christian life, in fact when Jesus had tried to preach to them, they rejected Him, refusing to look at the design before them.  When Phillip came to them, after the resurrection of Jesus, and through his preaching, the Samarians had the outline of the puzzle completed.  They had heard the Word of God and had been formed in a general way into the image of a Christian, but they were not yet complete.  They felt great joy at what had happened to them, and how their lives were being changed as they entered into the new life.  
Once Peter and Andrew, apostles of the Christ, came and prayed over and with the Samarians, their spiritual lives were fulfilled and made more complete through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  It was this same Advocate that Jesus was talking about when He had gathered his apostles during this farewell discourse.  A Spirit of truth, that revealed to all who were open to God dwelling within them, offering a true picture of the life of a disciple.  It is this Spirit that Jesus promises to all who embrace Him; that helps us see God for what the Father is. One who created us out of love, who calls us to experience the Love poured out by the blessing and sacrifice of the Christ, and waits to infuse us with the Holy Spirit and to awaken in the very depths of our souls.  
Jesus says in today’s Gospel: “The one who has my commandments and keeps them is the one who loves me; and the one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them”.  So, love introduces us to the knowledge of Jesus, thanks to the action of this “Advocate” that Jesus sent, that is, the Holy Spirit.  Love for God and neighbor is the greatest commandment of the Gospel.  The Lord today calls us to respond generously to the Gospel’s call to love, placing God at the center of our lives and dedicating ourselves to the service of our brothers and sisters, especially those most in need of support and consolation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Even for a Christian, knowing how to love is never a thing acquired once and for all.  We must begin anew every day.  We must practice it so that our love for the brothers and sisters we encounter may become mature and purified.  Every day we must forgive and look to Jesus and do this with the help of this “Advocate”, of this Counsellor whom Jesus has sent to us that is the Holy Spirit.  May God bless our hearts and our efforts to know and love as we are lead, that our lives may be fulfilled in eternal joy through Christ our Lord.

 
