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 There was once an elderly man, who in his youth he had been very active in 

his faith life, but as he aged he lost contact with more and more of his family and 

friends as they drifted apart or passed on.  Finally the old man stopped attending 

church and spent most of his time sitting in his living room, staring into the 

fireplace that warmed his house. 

 The local priest one day went calling on the old man to see if he was alright 

since his absence had been noticed and some people were concerned.  The priest 

knocked at the door and the old man greeted him tersely, asking why he was 

being bothered.  As the priest explained the reason for his visit the elderly man 

explained that he has lost his faith and there was nothing that the priest could do 

to change his mind.  The priest, being a wise man, asked if he could just sit with 

the old man.  Not seeing any harm or threat to the request, the old man 

welcomed him into the living room.  They say in silence, just watching the fire 

burn, and after a while the priest walked over to the fire, and using the fireplace 

tongs picked up one of the embers from the heart of the fire and moved to over 

to the edge of the mantle.  Eventually, as the ember grew cooler and cooler, it 

lost it fiery glow and became cold and dead. 

 Once the ember had sat on the hearth cold and lifeless the priest went back 

to the fireplace, picked up the ember and placed it back in the heart of the fire.  

AS the men watched it, it began to smoulder, and then eventually began to glow a 

bright red as it once again became alive with flame.  Once this happened the 

priest quietly got up from his chair and wish the man a good day.  The following 



Sunday, as the community gathered, people were shocked and filled with joy to 

see the man making his way into the church and back to the pew he had once 

shared with his family. 

 This weekend, we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday.  This feast was 

proclaimed by St John Paul II, based on the experience of a Polish nun who had 

reflected profoundly on the mercy of God.  In our Gospel this Sunday, we too see 

an ember that was removed from the fire who slowly lost his spark.  Thomas was 

not present with the others when Jesus came into their midst and poured out the 

Holy Spirit on them.  When Thomas was told, he responded in doubt because he 

had lost his connection to the community.  His faith was weakened when he was 

not with the community of apostles and in Jesus presence.  When Jesus returned 

a week later, Thomas was with the others, and when Jesus approached him, 

Thomas was able to accept that Jesus was truly raised from the dead, and 

standing in their midst.  Thomas rekindled in the presence of the community of 

apostles and Jesus was able to profess ”My Lord and my God”. 

 We as a faith filled people have now spent many weeks separated from 

community, not by our choice but as a result of the Corona Virus.  Around us 

there are many people who are struggling to keep faith alive because of the 

tremendous uncertainty and challenges being faced.  Illnesses, unemployment, 

depression, isolation, fear, changes in daily routines; these have all affected our 

families, our friends and our community.   But as a people of faith, we are called 

to respond as the early church did, in our own ways.   

We may not be able to gather in person with others, but in our modern 

age, there are many tools that are available to allow us to support one another.  



This is a time of trial, allowing us to explore the depths of our faith, too seek the 

Lord in the darkness and silence of closed churches, and empty streets.  But we 

are not cut off from God’s presence or Spirit.  We are invited to look instead in 

new places and new ways. 

There are families that are gathering for Zoom meetings, allowing the walls 

of social distancing and self – isolation to be lowered, even if it is only 

temporarily.  People are finding ways to support critical charities and provide 

words of encouragement through videos being shared on the internet, posters 

and memes shared online and donations being sent to St Vincent de Paul, 

Together in Action, the Mustard Seed or wherever their hearts are drawn.   

There are many people who are struggling to make ends meet, who are still 

able to give back in whatever way they can.  We are invited to go out on our 

porches in the evening to express our gratitude to health care personnel and first 

responders, we see people joining in exercise with the neighbours across fences, 

all in the interest of being community and supporting those around us. 

As a community of believers, we echo the song of the reading from St 

Peter, because we know that it is through God’s incredible mercy we have been 

brought into this family of believers, here to support each other in times of grief 

and challenge, in sorrow and in fear as children of God gathered through the 

waters of baptism that we might have eternal life.  We as the Church are called on 

to be aware of those who are stilling on the mantle of life, separated from what 

brings life and draw them back into the life giving presence of God where our 

hearts are filled with a fire that transforms us more and more into witnesses of 



hope to the world, so that by living in a right manner on this earth, we may united 

with Him in the homeland of heaven.   Through Christ Our Lord.  Amen 


