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 What was the price of the gift?  This often is used as a measure of the 

thoughtfulness, or value of a gift.  A young child often is happier with an 

expensive computer, iPhone or game console.  A newly married couple may look 

at all the wedding gifts and be more appreciative of the expensive gift given than 

the inexpensive gift.   

As a child, my father would often say he wanted a homemade gift, and I too 

have expressed this to my children as well.  It is hard to believe that macaroni 

glued to a piece of paper might be more valuable than a $100 gift card to a 

restaurant, but there is reason behind this.  A gift is more valued by us when the 

giver of the gift has made a deliberate effort to prepare the gift rather than 

rushing out to the store to buy whatever is available in their budget.   A gift that 

has taken deliberate effort, time and personal sacrifice or commitment rouses our 

hearts as more personal and a greater expression of love. 

It is during this week, Holy Week, that we pause to reflect on our faith, the 

gift given us by God though we are unworthy. Our faith is the relationship we 

have with a Father who loves us, His Son, who through love brought about our 

redemption and the Spirit shared between Father and Son that continues to live 

in us and inspire our hearts to seek salvation.   

Today we commemorate our Lord’s Passion, the moment when Jesus, our 

Lord was condemned to death by Pontius Pilate.  Jesus gave Himself as a gift to 

respect His Father’s will and allowed himself to suffer and be tortured, forced to 

bear the heavy wooden cross, and eventually be crucified on the cross where He 



gave his life as a final gift to each of us. This is what we commemorate today, the 

day when our Lord Himself died for our sake, to bring about the redemption of 

each of us. 

Our experience of this reading this afternoon is heightened by everything 

around us. If we were in our church today, we would experience a profound sense 

of loss, of absence in the church right now. There would be no bells, minimal 

decorations, the empty tabernacle, and even our unadorned altar. As a result of 

the Corona Virus, we are experiencing an even more profound sense of loss.  We 

have no home, no parish, no community to gather with and draw strength from 

each other in person.  We feel we are in a state of suspended animation. All we 

can do is remember once more what was given for us. We can reflect. We can 

remember what has been. We grieve especially what is missing today. 

Yet, for all its sorrow and pain, all its drama and tragedy, the account of 

Christ’s passion and death offers us something else, something that may seem 

contradictory. It gives us reason to hope. And this reason to hope is there in the 

words we just heard. 

St John gives us an echo of Eden—where humanity’s journey on earth 

began, and where we fell from grace. But now, we have a new Adam, Christ, who 

steps into the garden of Gethsemane to offer to us and on our behalf the perfect 

gift.  With his Passion, Christ gives us the gift of faith and restores humanity’s 

relationship with God through grace. Jesus offers us a new beginning, a new 

chance, a new way of going forward in the gift of selfless love poured out for us 

from the Cross.  The cross, then, does not “stand” against the world but for the 



world: to give meaning to all the suffering that has been, that is, and that will be 

in human history. 

Jesus, knowing the Father’s desire, that as humans, we should love one 

another freely and be willing to offer ourselves in love to rescue and save all those 

around us.  Jesus deliberately sought to be the perfect model by offering as a gift 

to us his life.  It has been said, in the crucifixion Jesus paid a debt He did not owe, 

because we had a debt we could not pay.   

Jesus had the power to appear to die on the cross, but not really surrender 

himself.  But this was not the reality He wanted to share with us.  No, Jesus chose 

to deliberately allow himself to be arrested, charged and sentenced to death for 

loving God, his Father perfectly.  Jesus chose to offer the time nailed to the cross, 

suffering its agony as a real sacrifice by Himself to give us beyond a shadow of a 

doubt the expression of real Love and restore our relationship with God.  

Because of what happened on that dark day, we can begin again.  The Cross 

has replaced the tree in the Garden of Eden, unlike Adam and Eve, we are 

encouraged to eat of the fruit of the Cross, the new Tree of Life.  Jesus has given 

Himself over to the will of the Father, in his last breath Jesus fulfilled the mission 

He was given.   

Christ’s last words in this gospel tell us: “It is finished.” But what is finished? 

Christ’s earthly life is finished. Humanity’s wait for a savior is finished. And as 

much as we may want this gospel to have another ending, we realize that God’s 

overwhelming love gave us something better.  Our old way of living is finished. 

Therefore, today as we celebrate the Passion and death of our Lord.  In our 

self-isolation, let us all spend time in prayer and contemplation and reflect on 



how much we have been loved, forgiven, healed and embraced in mercy by God, 

as He bore that cross, on His way to save all of us. 


