April 5, 2020
Palm Sunday, Year A
St Pius X Church

I can not help but think back to when we began our Lenten journey just a short time ago and how normal life was for us.  If I would have predicted that during Lent 2020 we would all come face to face with deciding what really matters in our lives, physically, socially, spiritually, emotionally and financially there is not a chance I could have seen us being where we are today.
While we know that Lent is intended to be a time of sacrifice and penance, a time to replace many of our day to day habits and actions with a focus on God and a desire to have our hearts transformed to be more loving and caring.  But this Lent has taken us to a new place.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]I remember the feeling of shock and discomfort I felt the first year that the malls were open on Good Friday, that retail had become more important than reflecting on the passion of our Lord.  This year, we have heard a message greater then retail, for almost all the stores will be closed, not just on Good Friday but already now for one or more weeks.  Children are not in schools and will likely not return for many more months.  Employers, businesses, travel, sports, entertainment have all been shutdown, in fact the whole world is being isolated all because of a virus.  Our communities, our jobs, everything appears to be buried under fear and isolation, we are not allowed to gather, to be with others or to move about freely.  And we are called to make these sacrifices so that we can protect each other, that our sacrifices are for the greater good.  We have been shown what our world had acclaimed as greatest; power, fame, riches and possessions, matter little in the face of pandemic change.
Today, we are brought face to face with the challenge that the Jewish people and we, as modern Christians, are faced with.  It was not that long ago that we gathered to celebrate the timeless story of how a newborn King came into the world and was forced to sleep in a manger because there was no room for him in the inn.
But here we are. The story, the greatest story ever told, reaches a painful and heartbreaking turn. The newborn King has become a man.  And we realize, with a stunning clarity, that the people of his own time still would not make room for him.
Today we celebrate the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  We hear of many of the Jewish people celebrating the arrival of Jesus on a colt that had never been rode.  In the first century, this arrival of a messenger riding as Jesus did would have announced to all that He was truly the Lord’s messenger, and they were celebrating His arrival.  
We know that it is also the entry of Jesus into the last week of his earthly life.  Our reading and reflecting on the passion today, which will be repeated on Good Friday reminds us of this.  We can expect to find that the things which are of greatest importance to Jesus will emerge in the accounts of these last days of his life. 
Many of the Jewish people had an image of the Messiah as one who would lead a great army to destroy the Romans and give them total control over their lands.  But Jesus was not a warrior King coming to overthrow Rome, and when the Scribes and Pharisees realized that Jesus did not command armies of soldiers ready to attack, they sought to stop Jesus by any means possible.  
The disciples, apostles, pilgrims to Jerusalem and religious leaders experienced a tremendous shift over an incredible short period of time.  On a Sunday, they cheered “Hosanna!” On a Friday, they called “Crucify him!”  On a Sunday, he was showered with palms. On a Friday, he was crowned with thorns.
	Jesus knew that His message was destined to overturn the world, and that at the heart of the message was a call to love. To love as no one else had ever loved.  But Jesus knew that there were many who could not accept the truth, the promise of salvation by choosing love over power, compassion over aggression, poverty over riches, justice over selfishness.  Jesus showed all how to live as the Father invited 
 	As we contemplate Jesus as he takes this final journey we will also therefore be given a glimpse into the very depths of God.  In the words and actions, the encounters and the struggles, the prayers and the silences of Jesus, the mystery of God will be unveiled for us and in discovering a little more deeply who God is we will discover too what we are being invited into.  In doing this Jesus has revealed to us the hidden mystery of the very nature of God himself. No wonder that in the letters of Saint John in the New Testament, the writer can simply say, “God is love”.  
But Jesus is also fully human and in these last days of his life he also reveals to us what a human life lived to the full, in integrity, honesty, courage and fidelity, looks like. It looks like a life lived in love. 
This is the double challenge of this Holy Week which begins today. As we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus this week, will we dare to believe that God is as Jesus reveals him to be? Can we accept a humble God, a self-emptying God, a vulnerable God?  And if we can, do we have the courage to accept that, made as we are, in the image of God, this too is the pathway we too have to take if we are to be true to the God who made each of us?  
The journey to Easter asks us to be a people of faith. True believers always look forward, always look beyond, but also always look to see who accompanies them, and they ask, “How might I better stand with you and take your hand? How might I better take your part and walk this path, this journey of liberation, with you my fellow migrants, my brothers and my sisters?”
